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BLUEBOOK TWENTIETH EDITION – CITATION FORMAT1 

The Bluebook 20th Edition consist of three main parts. First part consists of the blue pages, which 

is designed for basic legal citation unlike the rest that is filled with complexity. The blue pages are 

used by law students, law clerks, practicing lawyers etc. Second part has the white pages that is 

mainly used for academic publication (law review articles and research papers). Third part contains 

a series of tables which talks about which authority to cite and how to abbreviate properly. 

GENERAL RULES 

 The footnotes should be in Times New Roman (Size 10), 1 line spacing and Justified. 

 Full stop should be added at the end of every footnote. 

 Underscore and italics should be used as alternative.  

 Abbreviations not listed in the bluebook should be avoided unless substantial space will be 

saved and the resulting abbreviation is unambiguous. Third part of the bluebook consists 

of list of specific abbreviations between T5-T16. 

 Abbreviate “on the relation of,” “for the use of,” “on behalf of,” and similar expressions to 

“ex rel.” 

 Abbreviate “in the matter of,” “petition of,” “application of,” and the like to “in re”. 

 When using the symbols, there should be a space between the “§” or “¶” and the numeral 

that follows. Do not use “at” before a section or paragraph symbol (e.g. “IPC, § 25” or 

“Moot Proposition, ¶ 8”). 

STRUCTURE OF LEGAL CITATION 

1) Citation Sentence: 

 The sentence, which is being cited, should always begin with a capital letter and should 

end with a full stop. 

 String citation contains numerous citations in a footnote, each separated by a semi-colon. 

String cites may contain full cites and/or short cites, as appropriate. 

                                                 
1 RAMA RAMAN, B.A., LL.B. (HONS.), CHANAKYA NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY. 
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Example: 

 Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union of India, (1996) 5 SCC 281; 

James A. Lee, Economic Development and the Environment, 13 Bull. Ecol. Res. 

Comm. 90-102 (1971); Basu, supra 5, at 77. 

 

2) Citation Clause:  

 Citation clauses are used to cite authorities that relate to only part of a sentence within a 

footnote. Citation clauses do not start with a capital letter, unless the clause begins with a 

source that would otherwise be capitalized.  

 Use commas to separate citation clauses from text unless the citation clause ends the entire 

sentence (in that case, place a period at the end of the citation clause). 

Example: 

 The Supreme Court adopted a broad reading of the Commerce Clause during the 

New Deal, see Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U.S. 111, 128-29 (1942), though in recent 

years the Supreme Court has reined in its broad reading somewhat, see United 

States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 549,624 (1995); United States v. Morrison, 529 U.S. 598, 

612-13 (2000). 

INTRODUCTORY SIGNALS 

 Signals precede citations to show the purpose of citation and strength of support provided 

by citation. For example, signals might indicate whether the cited source supports (“See”, 

“see also”, “e.g.”, “accord (agreement)”, “cf. (compare)”), contradicts (“Contra”, “but see”, 

“but cf.”), or otherwise affects the proposition for which it has been cited. 

 Signals are Italicized (or underscored) when they appear in citation sentences or clauses 

and there is a space between the signal and the case name. 

 Signals are capitalized when used to begin a citation sentence but are lower case when used 

to begin a citation clause. 

 When appropriate, two or more signals may be paired together. 

Example: 

 See Flanagan v. United States, 465 U.S. 259,264 (1984). 
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 Such standards have been adopted to address a variety of environmental problems. 

See, e.g., H.B. Jacobini, The New International Sanitary Regulations, 46 AM. J. 

INT’L L. 727, 727-28 (1952) (health related water quality). 

PAGE NUMBERS 

 While citing page no. do not use introductory abbreviation ‘p.’ or ‘at’.  

 When citing nonconsecutive page use comma between the page numbers (e.g. – ‘245, 

259’). 

 When citing material that spans more than one page, provide the inclusive page numbers, 

separated by a hyphen. Always retain the last two digits, but drop other repetitious digits 

(e.g. ‘223-36’). 

 When citing volume no. use the Arabic numerals. 

Example: 

 3 Ronald E. Mallen et al., Legal Malpractice 101-02 (2014). 

 Charmian Barton, The status of the Precautionary Principle in Australia, 22 HARV. 

ENV. L. REV. 509, 549 (1998). 

ITALICIZATION OR UNDERSCORING  

 Words and phrases may be italicized (or underscored) for emphasis. 

 The Case name, title of books and articles, title of some legislative materials, introductory 

signals (“see”, “cf”, “see also”), titles of publications etc. should be italicized or 

underscored. 

 Italicize (or underscore): Non-English words and phrases, Latin words and phrases, 

procedural phrases (e.g. “In re” or “ex rel”), Mathematical expressions (e.g. “E= mc2” or 

“a>2b”) etc. 

 “Id.” and “supra” are always italicized (or underscored). 

 Italicize the lowercase letter “l” when used as a subdivision, as in a statute or rule, to 

distinguish it from the numeral “1”. 

Example: 

 § 32 (l). 
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 Rule 18 (l). 

SHORT CITATIONS 

1) Id.  

 Id. should always be underlined (or italicized) and the underline always runs under the 

period. 

 It is used when citing the immediately preceding authority but should not be used when 

more than two authorities are cited in the previous citation.  

 When a subsequent citation refers to a different page number in the same source, it should 

always be indicated (e.g., “id. at 66”). 

 The “i” in “id.” is only capitalized when it begins a citation sentence.  

 

2) Supra  

 Supra should always be underlined (or italicized).  

 It is used to refer to authorities which are previously cited but should not be used to refer 

to cases, statutes, constitutions, legislative materials (other than hearings), restatements, 

model codes, or regulations, except in extraordinary circumstances, such as when the name 

of the authority is extremely long. 

 Supra can be used for internal cross references, but the citation must indicate where the full 

citation can be found if the full citation is in a different footnote. 

 The supra should be cited as:  

Last name of the author, supra, at (if different pinpoint). 

Example: 

 Reich, supra 16, at 6. 

 Seervai, supra 1, at 832. 

 

3) Hereinafter 

 It is used for authorities that would be inconvenient to cite with supra or if the regular 

shortened form may confuse the reader. 
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 It should not be used to cite cases, statutes, constitutions, legislative materials (other than 

hearings), restatements, model codes, or regulations. 

 “Hereinafter” can be used in extraordinary circumstances for cases when the name is 

extremely long. 

Example: 

 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Principle 4, U.N. Doc A/Conf. 

151/5/Rev.1 (June 16, 1992). [Hereinafter ‘Rio Declaration’] 

 Military and Paramilitary Activities in and Against Nicaragua [Nicaragua v. United 

States], 1986 I.C.J. 14 (June 27). [Hereinafter “Nicaragua Case”] 

QUOTATIONS 

 If language is directly copied from another work, then it must be placed in quotation marks 

or, where appropriate, in block quotation format. 

 The language used should precisely be the language used in the quoted source and not even 

one word should be altered from the original material. 

 All the quotations except the block quotations should be enclosed with quotation mark (<49 

words). 

 Comma and period should be placed inside the quotation mark. Quotation mark inside 

another quote should appear as single marks. 

“Economic and social development is essential for ensuring a ‘favourable 

living and working environment’ for man and for creating conditions on earth 

that are necessary for the improvement of quality of life.” 

 Block Quotations: Quotations of fifty or more words should be single spaced, indented 

on both sides, justified, and without quotation marks (unless there is an imbedded quote 

within the block quote). 

The cause of action arises when there is an environmental dispute, a right to 

claim such dispute, and jurisdiction is vested upon the Tribunal. Cause of 

action first arose would refer to a definite point of time when requisite 

ingredients constituting that cause of action were complete, providing 
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applicant right to invoke the jurisdiction of the Court or the Tribunal. The 

‘Right to Sue’ or ‘right to take action’ would be subsequent to an accrual of 

such right. 

CASES 

1) U.S CASES 

<Case name>, <Volume No.> <Reporter Abbreviation>, <First page of case>, <Pinpoint> <(court: 

year)>. 

Example: 

 A.M. Geophysical Union v. Texaco, Inc., 60 F. 3d 913, 915 (2d Cir.: 1994). 

 Baker v. Carr, 369 U.S. 186, 195 (1962). 

 

2) U.K. CASES 

<case name> <[year of publication]> <volume if any> <reporter abbreviation> <first page> 

<(court abbreviation if not clearly indicated by reporter for post- 1865 cases)> <(appeal taken from 

(relevant abbreviation)> <(Jurisdiction abbreviation if not evident from context)>. 

Example: 

 B.C. Elec. Ry. v. Loach 1916 1 AC 719 (PC) (appeal taken from B.C.). 

 Donoghue v. Stevenson [1932] AC 562 (HL) (appeal taken from Scot.). 

 

 

 

3) INDIAN CASES 

<Case name>, <(Year of Reporter)> <Volume No.> <Reporter Abbreviation>, <First page> 

<(Year of decision if different from year of reporter)> <(Country abbreviation if not evident from 

context)>. 
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Example: 

 Joby v. George, (2010) 4 SCC 358 (India). 

 Samantha v. State, (1997) 8 SCC 191 (India). 

Some Indian reporters may be written in their own form if they differ from this format. 

Example: 

 Nagraj v. State, AIR 1985 SC 551 (India). 

 Jabalpur v. Shukla, AIR 1976 SC 1207 (India). 

Id. can be used for cases, which are given in immediately preceding citation. 

Example: 

 C.C.E v. Standard Motor Products, AIR 1989 SC 1298 (India). 

Id. (if the preceding authority is same). 

Rules and Exceptions 

 Case name should always be underlined or italicized. 

 The comma following the case name should never be underlined.  

 If there are more than one party, only the first party should be listed; and only the last name 

of the party should be used – no first or middle names or initials. 

 “Et al.”, “a.k.a”, Plaintiff, Defendant, Appellant etc. should not be included. 

 Supra should not be used for cases but Id. can be used. 

 When a State is a party, use either the word “State,” “Commonwealth,” or “People,” 

depending on which appears on the title page when citing to a case decided by a court in 

that state. 

CONSTITUTION 

1) U.S. CONSTITUTION 
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<ABBREVIATION OF CONSTITUTION CITED> <Abbreviation of Amendment/Article> <Number of 

Amendments>, <Section Symbol and Number of Section>. 

Example: 

 U.S. CONST. art. I, § 8, Cl. 10. 

 U.S. CONST. amend. XVIII, § 1. 

 

2) INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

<ABBREVIATION OF CONSTITUTION CITED> <Article Abbreviation> <Article Number>. 

Example: 

 INDIA CONST. Art. 19 (1) (g). 

Note: When referring to multiple amendments, sections within the same article, or clauses within 

the same section, it is permissible to use a single citation clause. Otherwise, the second citation 

should use id. rather than repeat the name of the constitution: 

 U.S. CONST. art. l, § 8; Id. art. II, § 2. 

 INDIA CONST. art 48A, 51A (g). 

 INDIA CONST. art. 21; Id. art. 19. 

 

Rules and Exceptions 

 Except Id. no other short citation form for Constitution should be used. 

 Include the country abbreviation in a parenthetical at the end of the citation, if the country 

is unclear from the title of the constitution. 
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STATUTES 

1) U.S. LAW 

<Official name of Act>, <U.S.C. Title No.> <Abbreviation of Code Cited> <Span of Sections> 

<(Year published/passed)>. 

Example: 

 Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101-12701 (2006). 

 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 

9601-9675 (2012). 

 

2) INDIAN LAW 

<Name of the Act>, <Act No.>, <Acts of Parliament>, <Year published> <(India, if not evident)>. 

Example: 

 National Green Tribunal Act, 2010, Act No. 25, Acts of Parliament, § 14 (India). 

 The Patents (Amendment) Act, 1970, Act No. 59, Acts of Parliament, §§ 95-97 (India). 

 The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, No. 29, Acts of Parliament, § 15 (India). 

 

3) INDIAN REGULATIONS 

<Regulation Name>, <Year of Enactment>, <Volume Number>, <Publication Abbreviation>, 

<Page(s) of specific material> <(Country if not evident from context)>. 

Example: 

 Beedi Workers Welfare Cess Rules, 1977, 22 Gen. S. R. & O.719 (India). 

Rules and Exceptions 
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 Id. can be used for immediately preceding statute or regulation cited.  

 Supra is not used for Statutes or regulations. 

 Nothing is underlined in a statute or regulation citation. “Section” is indicated by the “§” 

symbol, the plural of which is “§§”. 

 The first mention of statutes, rules, and regulations requires a full citation. Subsequent 

citation may employ any short form that clearly identifies the source. 

 Omit the year parenthetical if the name of the statute includes its year of enactment. 

BOOKS 

<Volume Number> <Name of Author(s)>, <Title of the Book> <Pinpoint> <(Edition name of 

editor/translator, year of publication)>. 

 MP Jain & SN Jain, Principles of Administrative Law 259 (7th ed., 2013). 

 Good-Faith Bargaining, Black’s Law Dictionary (10th ed., 2014). 

“Id.” can be used to refer a book cited in the immediately preceding citation. Otherwise “supra” 

should be used. 

Example: 

 H.M. Seervai, Constitutional Law of India 79 (4th ed., 2010). 

 Id. at 85. 

 Seervai, supra, at 85. 

Rules and Exceptions 

 The name must always be written before the surname. 

 For two authors, editors or translators, names should be separated by “&”. 

 For more than two authors, editors or translators write the name of the first author, editor 

or translator followed by “et al.” 



 

11 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

1) CONSECUTIVELY PAGINATED JOURNALS 

<Name of the Author(s)>, <Title of the Article>, <Volume Number> <ABBREVIATED PERIODICAL 

NAME> <First page of article>, <Pinpoint> <(Year of publication)>. 

 James A. Lee, Economic Development and the Environment, 13 BULL. ECOL. RES. COMM. 

90-102 (1971). 

 Fred R. Shapiro & Michelle Pearse, The Most-Cited Law Review Articles of All Time, 

110 MICH. L. REV. 1483, 1489 (2012). 

 

2) NON-CONSECUTIVELY PAGINATED JOURNALS 

<Name of the Author(s)>, <Title of the article>, <ABBREVIATED PERIODICAL NAME>, <Date of 

issue as it appears on the cover>, <the word “at”> <Page cited>. 

 Christopher Hitchens, The New Commandments, VANITY FAIR, Apr. 2011, at 1. 

After providing a full citation of a periodical, you may use “id.” or “supra” in subsequent citations. 

Use “id.” to refer to periodical material cited in the immediately preceding citation. Otherwise use 

“supra”. 

Rules and Exceptions 

 For two authors, names should be separated by “&”. 

 For more than two authors write the name of the first author followed by “et al.”. 

 If no author is there then the citation should start with the title of the article. 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 

<Name of Author(s)>, <Title of the work>, <ABBREVIATED NAME OF NEWSPAPER>, <Month date, 

year>, <the word “at”> <First page of the work>. 
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Example:   

 Nancy Reagan, Editorial, Just Say “Whoa”, WALL ST. J., Jan. 23, 1996, at M4. 

 Cop Shoots Tire, Halts Stolen Car, S.F. CHRON., Oct. 10, 1975, at 43. 

ONLINE SOURCES 

<Name of the Author(s)>, <Title of specific page>, <Title of the main page> <(Date and time) (if 

applicable)>, <URL>. 

 David Lat, Movie Night with Justice Breyer, Above the Law (Oct. 27, 2014, 3:31 PM), 

http://abovethelaw.com/204/10/movie-night-with-justice-breyer/. 

If a source is available in both html and pdf, then you should only cite pdf. Last visited date and 

time should be omitted if pdf is being cited. 

 Ulrich Cubasch et al., Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis, 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 121 (2013), http://www.i 

pcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/a r5lwg l AffGiAR5-Chapter0l _FlNAL.pdf. 

After providing a full citation to an Internet source, you may use “id.” or “supra” in subsequent 

citations. 

 

 

SOURCE: The Bluebook A Uniform System of Citation Twentieth Edition 
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